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ministry, OPEN M celebrates
the birth of our Lord and
Savior, Jesus Christ. I hope
that for all of you it is a time
to relax with family, friends
and reflect on the blessings
of the past year.

JOYFUL,
JOYFUL
WE ADORE
THEE!

Dear Friends,

As I approach this holiday
season, I am compelled to
“Make a Joyful Noise” as I
reflect on all of the blessings
bestowed to OPEN M in
many varied ways.
..God renews my spirit every
day…
As 2018 draws to a close, I’d
like to extend our warmest
wishes for the holiday
season to each and every
one of you. Christmas is
a time of birth, wonder,
sharing, and prayer. We
celebrate this time of year
in different ways depending
on our culture, traditions,
and beliefs. As a Christian

At OPEN M, our mission is
to provide pathways out of
poverty for all by feeding
the hungry, caring for the
sick,
and
strengthening
the community.
Each of
our programs is geared
toward accomplishing that
mission through the efforts
of our dedicated staff and
hundreds of volunteers.
For example, we have
the opportunity to work
with those struggling with
unemployment.
Through
our
Community
Works
Connection
program,
we provide training and
help clients find gainful
employment and, in 2018,
celebrated seeing many
reach their one-year mark
at the same job! Again, God
renews my spirit every day.
In 2019, our clinic will reach
new heights in patient
appointments, surpassing
the 3,500 we provided last
year through the efforts of
70 doctors and many other
medical professionals who

generously donate their
time. This is such a blessing
to our community. Thank
you to all of our loyal and
dedicated volunteers that
make this possible.
Our pantry is likely to
provide more than the
24,000 meals we served last
year. Through our Mountain
of Food and other events,
and in conjunction with the
Akron Canton Regional Food
Bank, we’ll provide needy
families and individuals with
over 122,324 tons of food or
489,296 pounds.
With
your
sponsorship,
we have adopted over 600
children who will receive
food, toys, gifts, pajamas,
scarfs, hats, gloves, and more
through our “Christmas, for
the Love of Children” season.
What an astonishing job our
volunteers and staff have
done through the grace and
strength of God!
Last, but not least, in 2018,
we celebrated 50 years of
service to our community
and, with your help, are now
preparing for the next 50
years.
However, the needs are still
great, and we need your
help!

Even as our clients’ needs
have continued to grow,
there has been a decrease
in funding from foundations
and churches over the
last few years, and we are
depending on support from
our donors to help us meet
these needs. Our team at
OPEN M continues to work
extremely hard every day
to be good stewards of the
financial resources that God
has entrusted to us.
As we look at what God has
in store for us next year,
we’d like to ask: Will you
prayerfully consider giving
financial support to our
organization? Only with your
help and God’s strength can
we achieve our vision of
being a community leader in
breaking the cycle of poverty
and transforming lives, one
person and one family at a
time.
I sincerely appreciate your
continued support of OPEN
M and wish you a Merry
Christmas and a bright and
special New Year!
I covet your prayers and
concerns.
In Him, Bob
r.titus@openm.org

OUR MISSION

The mission of OPEN M, a Christian ministry, is to provide pathways
out of poverty for all by feeding the hungry, caring for the sick, and
strengthening the community.

To speak with a specific department, please call 330-434-0110 and the following extension:
Clinic: 413 Community Works Akron: 434 Pantry: 416 Volunteers: 409

OPEN M CELEBRATES
THE 39TH ANNUAL
THANKSGIVING EVE
COMMUNITY DINNER
On the night thats
most
traditionally
reserved for rushing
around the house,
cleaning, remembering
to get the turkey brined
or making that last
minute run to the store
for that one ingredient
that somehow slipped
your mind.
For many in our
community that just
simply isn’t the case.
They might not have
anyone to share the
meal with, it could be
too large a financial
strain or they simply
might not even have
a place to live. That’s
where OPEN M comes
in and has for the past
38 years.
Every year OPEN M
puts those people first
and serves them a full
service, table waited,
Thanksgiving meal with
all the trimmings!
Over 90 volunteers
partnered with OPEN
M staff starting out in
the morning peeling
potatoes,
making
stuffing and preparing
the birds, all 187lbs
of them. All of our
volunteers made the
night super special for
our guests, taking care
of their every need!
Over
200
people
were treated to a full
meal that evening.
Without the churches,
organizations
and
businesses
that
donated food and
money none of this
would be possible.

CLINIC CORNER
OUR DENTAL CLINC NEEDS
SOME EXTRA HELP

Donations made in honor of:

Most people don’t think of caring for their teeth as important
component to their overall health. If possible, a person
should visit their dentist at least twice a year for a cleaning,
x rays and evaluation.
In the past year we have had two patients diagnosed with
cancer as a result of our staff dentists thorough examinations.
Our dental program is in need of more volunteer dentists at
this time.
Currently only 1%-2% of our medical patients are able to see
a dentist at OPEN M. If you are a dentist or know of a dentist
who would like to volunteer with our program 3 hours per
month, please contact Linda Telecky, LPN at 330-434-0110,
ext. 406 or l.telecky@openm.org.
The clinic can always use donations of over the counter
medications that are unopened, sealed, and not expired.
Those types of medications would include Tylenol XS, 500
mg.; Aspirin 81 mg.; Ibuprofen 200mg; Naproxen sodium
220mg.; Vitamins such as B-12, B-complex, Magnesium,
Zinc. Plus any cold/flu type medications and decongestants.
Unfortunately, we cannot legally accept any prescription
medications, even if unopened and unexpired.

Kay Hine
by Ms. Judy Clapsaddle

Donations made in memory of:
Anne Christ, Carol Brodbeck & William Bause
by Akron Municipal Employee Credit Union
David Brennan
by Mr. & Mrs. Lance Bergstrom, Ms. Janet Dasvarma, Mr.
& Mrs. Ken Duale, Eric Fankhauser, H. Peter Burg Fund of
Akron Community Foundation, Mr. & Mrs. David Marucco,
Maynard Family Foundation
Sam Keller
by Mrs. Shirley Keller
Timothy Graham
by Ms. Kelly Pendergrass
Marjorie Sampson
by Jeffrey Sampson

Loads of work goes into our Christmas
for the Love of Children program.
a period of several
months to bring
this
program
to a successful
culmination.
Our Christmas for
the Love of Children
program looks big
from the outside but
from the inside it can
look like scaling a
mountain.
It takes ‘oodles’ of
planning, preparation
and behind the scenes
activity that spans over

We
are
thankful
to; Mr. Love from
Norwayne High School
who brought his class
to assist with pack
over one hundred
and eighty pounds
(180lbs.)
of
food,
cleaning
supplies
and more. Then, we
had our ‘early birds’
who braved the chill

and went out at 6AM
to do the remaining
shopping needed to
complete our list.
Lastly, a great BIG
thank you to all that
helped to sort gifts
for approximately 600
children. There isn’t
enough thanks to go
around!
Just knowing that we
are playing a small
role in some families
Christmas
joy….is
enough thanks for us!

OPEN M
941 Princeton St.
Akron, OH 44311
Return Service Requested

To sign up for any “Give” or “Go”
or for more information, visit openm.org
or contact us at volunteer@openm.org
or (330) 434-0110 ext. 409.

JANUARY
GIVE Purchase gifts for our Christmas
program with after-holiday sales
PRAY Praise God for our partner churches,
businesses, and schools
GO Check our website soon for all 2019
Volunteer opportunities!

A FEW NOTES
FROM OPEN M
CWC is now Community Works Akron!
OPEN M’s Community
Works
Connection
program is getting a bit of
an overhaul.

mission of the old name
but also focus on the longerm partnership with our
clients.

The program has always
been structured on the
proven Cincinnati Works
program and now we’re
just making that official. We
also want to make sure our
program is Akron-centric
and not just available to
those in the Summit Lake
area near OPEN M.

Now that they’ve gained
employment, how can we
take it further? More effort
will be placed on helping
them retain and also
advance in their position or
move on to an even better
opportunity. We’re very
excited to continue to grow
this already very successful
program in the coming
years!

Community Works Akron
(CWA) will continue the

